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Pastoral Letter 
November 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have recently celebrated the harvest festival. Now days have become 
shorter, the air is freshening and nights are cooling down even more. 
 
During the harvest, many receive the fruits of a summer of labour. This 
year seems to have a rather gloomy year ending in terms of financial crisis. 
However, we still offer thanks to a great God who has watched over it, 
watched over our work and our families.  
 
While harvest season reminds us of God’s blessings, it also provides us 
with an opportunity to look to the future in hope of new experiences, new 
opportunities and new possibilities to share Christ’s love with all human 
beings by serving them in practical ways.  
 
We are thankful to our God that Joshua has settled in school and found 
some friends. He appears to have accepted the manse as his new home 
because we haven’t heard any “when are we going back to our old home” 
for quite some time. 
 
Joanna is a rather easy going girl able to find friends with out any trouble. 
We are pleased she got a very good report from her school teachers.  
 
Silke’s mum came to stay with us for a few weeks this summer followed by 
Silke’s brother who finally fulfilled his promise (after ten years) to visit 
and went away threatening us to come back sometimes!!!  
 
As a family we managed to have a break for a week and visited our friends 
in Oxford. It was a lovely, enjoyable and refreshing time. 
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While I mention thankfulness, I must give God thanks for his faithfulness 
to us as a family. We thank him for bringing us to the West Kirk. We thank 
God for the love, fellowship, warmth, care and friendship we have found 
over the last six months. I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you 
for your perseverance and the willingness to work together for the good of 
our congregation. I don’t know about you but we are blessed and are 
enjoying our time with you all. 
 
I finish this note with thoughts of thankfulness because if we are not 
prepared to offer thanks for the blessings we receive, how can we so 
readily ask for more blessings such as healing, comfort and the like of it. In 
offering thanks we acknowledge God’s very existence in our lives. So let 
us take some time and offer him a prayer of thanksgiving each day.  
 
Every Blessing,  
 
The Masih family   
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New Version of the Lord’s Prayer 
 
I have been informed that some members of the congregation are wondering why 
we are now using the new version of the Lord’s Prayer. There are a few things I 
can say in this regard but let me make it clear that I wouldn’t suggest any change 
just for the sake of change. Neither would this change be simply based on my 
personal likes or dislikes for I believe that this shouldn’t be an obstacle in the 
interest and growth of the wider Church. Let me also mention that I am not 
against good traditions -traditions that reflect our attitude toward God, Christ, 
Holy Spirit and God’s word. For example - I love the tradition of standing when 
the Bible is brought into the Church for it reflects our reverence toward God’s 
word. I do, however, have reservations when the traditions become meaningless 
routine or people want to keep certain tradition for the sake of tradition. 
Therefore, here are some of my reasons for using the newer version. 
  
We all would agree that every living being goes through change. People we also 
go through changes, child – adult - middle age – old age and with changing ages 
many things around us also change - thinking, liking, relationships, etc. So 
change should not be something strange to us. What strikes me though is that 
often we embrace change out side the church, but don’t like any change within 
the church. Consequently the church is seen as old fashioned and archaic. We 
also need to keep in mind that we are reformers therefore, historically speaking, 
change is our trade mark and a changeless state indicates that either there is 
something grossly wrong or lifelessness within. 
 
This however, does not mean that we need to conform to the ways of the world. 
What I am saying is that we should be able to embrace change without losing or 
compromising the Christian message.  
 
The language used in our older version is almost alien to many of us today. We 
don’t normally converse in the kind of language we use in our Lord’s Prayer each 
Sunday (Thou art, thy, trespass etc.). Why then do we want to speak this kind of 
language when we pray?  
This was the language of the day when the Bible was translated centuries ago. 
Jesus himself used Aramaic rather than Hebrew because Aramaic was the 
language of his day. More importantly He used common and simple expressions 
(sheep, shepherd, farmer, field,) in order to make his message plain to ordinary 
people. Therefore, it is my considered opinion that the new version of Lord’s 
Prayer uses a simple language like we use in ordinary conversation today. It is 
easily understood especially when children are in the service. They can join in 
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and understand to some extent what they are saying before they leave to go to 
Sunday School.   
 
I am convinced that there are a number of key words in the Lord’s Prayer which 
need to be understood without ambiguity. For instance, debt, debtors make very 
little sense to a modern reader other than relating to money. If we talk to young 
people, to those who are not so familiar with Christian jargon or to non-Church 
goers, we will find that debts , debtors, to them means borrowing money or 
taking out a loan. This is not what the Bible actually wants to communicate. The 
Greek word for debt is ‘opheilema’ which means ‘to owe’ i.e. money which is 
due etc. but it is also used for being guilty. If we take it to mean we owe money to 
God and ask God to forgive us owing him money it doesn’t make much sense 
However the word ‘opheilema’ also means ‘sin’ and ‘sins’ [in plural] so we 
should use the word sin for it makes more sense and people immediately know 
that it is something to do with God. Sin is disobedience to God and is a direct 
attack on God’s holiness which has serious consequences. In my opinion, using 
the word ‘debt’ or ‘debtor’ is to almost dilute the message of the Gospel. 
 
Sometimes we use the word ‘trespass’ instead of ‘debts’. The Greek word 
‘paraptoma’ means to fall beside something, a lapse or deviation from truth, a 
sin or misdeed but it is also used for an offence, sin, fault. When we ask someone 
young, non church goers or even some regular Church goers many of them will 
say to trespass means crossing a line and it is not something terribly serious. In 
the Bible it means sin which is so serious that Jesus had to come down from 
heaven and die a horrible death to free us from its captivity.  
Again I am convinced that to use ‘trespass’ instead of ‘sin’ is to endanger the 
message that the word of God intends to highlight.  
In our congregation we have been using the Good News Bible which doesn’t use 
the word ‘debt, debtors or trespass’ in the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Then there is the  word  Temptation (do not lead us into temptation) from the  
Greek word ‘peirasmos’ which means test, trial of man's fidelity, integrity, 
virtue, constancy, temptation, an enticement to sin, etc. To me the word 
Temptation has a negative connotation where as Trial  or Test has a positive 
connotation. Jesus was tempted by the devil whose intention was to stop him 
doing what He had come to do. Tests or trials are not necessarily bad in 
themselves- some people are put to the test or go through trials with a view to 
progress. For example we read in the Bible God tested Abraham.  
I don’t believe God tempts someone to see him or her sin but He certainly 
sometimes tests or allows trials in order to see our constancy or fidelity i.e. Job’s 
story. So I think asking God to ‘save us from the time of trial’ makes more sense 
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for trial can be a really tough and painful experience. Jesus himself asked his 
Father to take away the ‘cup that he was to drink’ meaning the ultimate test of his 
obedience and judgment of God on the cross that he was to face in our place.   
 
Someone might say we have been using the Older Version for so long therefore 
why should we switch to another version? The question is do we want to say the 
prayer to mean it or to recite a meaningless ramble? We learn new things all the 
time out side the church why not inside the church? In addition, we once used 
King James Version now we use The Good News Bible. Once we used CH2 now 
we use Mission Praise. So we, as a Church, constantly go through change. It 
becomes a bit easier however if we are open to accept purposeful change.  
 
I am very pleased that most of you have embraced change with regards to 
Communion (serving of bread and Wine) with openness. The Kirk Session is 
there to serve not to be served just as Jesus served his disciples bread and wine 
before He took himself.  
 
Lastly, let me say we discussed at great length the change to the new version of 
Lord’s Prayer in the worship team and it was agreed to use the newer version.  
 
I know some of us still feel uncomfortable using the newer version but the choice 
we have is whether to keep the tradition for the sake of tradition or make the 
Lord’s Prayer more intelligible and meaningful. I would, therefore, urge us all to 
consider the new version as I believe there are strong biblical and social reasons 
to suggest the change. 
 
God’s richest blessing 
Mahboob Masih      
 
   

 
 

�
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Baptisms 
 
7 September                         Liam Thomas son of Thomas and Amanda  

Ramsay   
14 September Jessica Sarah daughter of Paul and Karen 

Keeney 
�

New Members 
 
28 September                         Claire Ashwood 

Fiona Francis 
Karen Keeney 
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Standing Order Mandate 

West Kirk, East Kilbride 

To be returned to your Elder or the Treasurer in a sealed envelope 
who will arrange to forward it to your bank to allow payment to 
commence. Please consider making your offering through the Gift 
Aid scheme if you are a tax-payer. Details from the Treasurer.  

To: The Manager 

Bank name ……………………………………………….. 

Branch  ……………………………………………….. 

Address ……………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………….. 

Please debit the undernoted account: 

Name of account holder……. ……………………………………………. 

Sort code………………… Account number……………………………. 

Amount £………………….. 

On the…… day of each month. 

Commencing   ……………………….……………2009 

Until further notice. 

And credit to: 

East Kilbride West Church, 

Sort code: 82-62-24   Account no.: 30175184 

Clydesdale Bank 

19 Stuart Street 

East Kilbride, G74 4NF 

 

Signed ……………………………………………………………………… 

Address……………………………………………………………………..……
…………………………………………………… 
Date ……………………… 
�


